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executed by the English; but instead of being landed at Bordeaux, the troops were taken to Lorient.
By this time Napoleon had ordered up from Germany three army corps of infantry and much cavalry—all veterans who had fought at Jena, Eylau, and Friedland. To these he added a large portion of his guard, and prepared to set out himself for Spain, at their head. Their number amounted to more than 100,000, which, with the divisions already in Spain, would raise our army to 200,000 men.
Some days before starting, the Emperor, intending to take Augereau with him if the wound he had received at Eylau allowed him to take the command, had summoned him to Saint-Cloud.   Being on duty, I accompanied the Marshal, and while Napoleon walked about with Augereau I stayed on one side with his aides-de-camp.    It appears that after discussing the matter which they had in hand their conversation turned on the battle of Eylau, and the noble conduct of the 14th.    Augereau spoke of the devoted manner in which I had carried orders to that regiment through the swarming Cossacks, and entered into full details of the dangers which I had run in accomplishing that mission, and of the really miraculous manner in which I had escaped death after being stripped and left naked on the snow.    The Emperor replied: c Marbot's conduct was admirable, and I have given him the Cross for it/    The Marshal having quite correctly declared that  I  had  received  no reward, Napoleon maintained his statement, and in order to prove it sent for Prince Berthier, the adjutant-general.    He looked through the registers, the result of his search being the discovery that the Emperor, on hearing of my exploit at Eylau, had indeed entered the name of Marbot, aide-de-camp to Marshal Augereau, among the officers to be decorated.    He had, however, not added my Christian name, not knowing that my brother was on the marshal's staff as supernumerary; so that when the time came to deliver the patents, Prince Berthier, always very busy, had said, to save his secretary trouble, £ The Cross must be given to the elder.'    So my brother got decorated, though it was his first action, and, since he was only on temporary leave